
 

 

June 2020 
 
Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians,  
 

Congratulations on completing 7th grade! I’m very excited to keep learning together 
in 8th grade!  

Throughout this much-deserved break from school, students will be required to 
complete summer reading in order to maintain and improve the critical literacy skills 
they’ve worked so hard to develop throughout the seventh grade school year. While we 
know and understand that summer is busy, we also know that studies show that the more 
engaged students are in reading, the less likely they are to suffer from learning loss while 
improving their verbal and written reasoning.  

This summer, rising eighth  graders will be required to read at least two novels. 
One of the novels students are required to read is selected for them - Dear Martin by Nic 
Stone.  The second novel is student choice based on the list and descriptions below. 
Students must complete the assignments described after each novel. These assignments 
are due on the first day of school. 
 
Required Reading: Dear Martin | From Amazon: “Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor 
student, and always there to help a friend—but none of that matters to the police officer 
who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't 
escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates.Justyce looks to 
the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He 
starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his 
best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a 
white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in 
the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.”  

DISCLAIMER: This book is “rated” PG-13 by Common Sense Media for its discussion 
and depiction of “Parents need to know that Nic Stone's Dear Martin tells the story 
of an Ivy League-bound African-American student named Justyce who becomes a 
victim of racial profiling. He struggles to reconcile the fact that he's a "good kid" 
with suddenly being in police handcuffs. In the months that follow, Justyce 
confronts injustices and micro-aggressions he experiences at his mostly white prep 
school and the fallout from his brief detainment. There's some swearing...teen 
drinking and grief. and grief. Parents should be prepared to talk about current 
events” If you have questions or concerns, please contact me.  

 
Project for Dear Martin: Students should complete the following Project Planning Sheet, 
which is also posted on the 7th grade Google Classroom. All of this must be YOUR OWN 
WORK. Do not copy and paste from internet sources or ‘reword.’ Please see the next page 
for the planning doc (remember, you’ll use the one on Google Classroom!)  and project 

 

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/NDEyNDQzOTY5NTda/a/MTA3NTk0ODE0ODUz/details


 

 

instructions. Students should do this planning document as they read! You can also 
use post-its while you read to annotate elements of the novel that you may want to 
include in your planning document.  
 
We will use time during the first week of school to transform our annotations into an 
infographic.  
 
Second book options from which to choose: Students will select a novel from this list.  
 
 
The List  by Patricia Forde | From Amazon: “You are The Wordsmith now. Are you ready for 
the challenge? The city of Ark is the last safe place on Earth. To make sure humans are able 
to survive, everyone in Ark must speak List, a language of only 500 words.Everyone that is, 
except Letta. As apprentice to the Wordsmith, Letta can read all the words that have ever 
existed. Forbidden words like freedom, music, and even pineapple tell her about a world 
she's never known.One day her master disappears and the leaders of Ark tell Letta she is 
the new Wordsmith and must shorten List to fewer and fewer words. Then Letta meets a 
teenage boy who somehow knows all the words that have been banned. Letta's faced with 
a dangerous choice: sit idly by and watch language slowly slip away or follow a stranger on 
a path to freedom...or banishment 
 

After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay | From Amazon: Bunny and Nasir have been best 
friends forever, but when Bunny accepts an athletic scholarship across town, Nasir feels 
betrayed. While Bunny tries to fit in with his new, privileged peers, Nasir spends more time 
with his cousin, Wallace, who is being evicted. Nasir can't help but wonder why the 
neighborhood is falling over itself to help Bunny when Wallace is in trouble. When Wallace 
makes a bet against Bunny, Nasir is faced with an impossible decision—maybe a 
dangerous one.  Told from alternating perspectives, After the Shot Drops is a heart-pounding 
story about the responsibilities of great talent and the importance of compassion.”  

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah | If you liked A Long Walk to 
Water! From Amazon: “This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs 
and wielding AK-47s. Children have become soldiers of choice. In the more than fifty 
conflicts going on worldwide, it is estimated that there are some 300,000 child soldiers. 
Ishmael Beah used to be one of them. 
What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? How does one become a killer? How 
does one stop? Child soldiers have been profiled by journalists, and novelists have 
struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a first-person account 
from someone who came through this hell and survived. In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now 
twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels 
and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked 

 



 

 

up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of 
truly terrible acts.”  
 
Projects for Self-Selected Reading (choose 1):  

● Write a letter | Type a 1-2 page (double spaced, size 12) letter to a character or the 
author. In this letter, consider things you liked / disliked about the novel, questions 
you may have, or suggestions for life after the novel (applies to character only). You 
must include at least 2 quotes as a piece of supporting evidence within your 
letter. Make sure to spell check and proofread!  

● Create a Comic Strip | Choose 6 critical scenes from the novel (two from beginning, 
two from the middle, and two from the end) and illustrate those as a comic book 
panel. These images should include colored graphics (drawn or clipart), a brief 
description of the scene, and at least two quotations from the novel in total.  

 
Happy reading,  
Ms. Henkin  

 


