
 

 

June 2020 
 
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,  
 

Congratulations on completing 6th grade! I’m very excited to keep learning together 
in 7th grade! Throughout this much-deserved break from school, students will be required 
to complete summer reading in order to maintain and improve the critical literacy skills 
they’ve worked so hard to develop throughout the sixth grade school year. While we know 
and understand that summer is busy, we also know that studies show that the more 
engaged students are in reading, the less likely they are to suffer from learning loss all 
while improving their verbal and written reasoning.  

This summer, rising seventh graders will be required to read at least two novels. 
One of the novels students are required to read is selected for them - The Hunger Games by 
Suzanne Collins.  The second novel is student choice based on the list and descriptions 
below. Students must complete the assignments described after each novel. These 
assignments are due on the first day of school. 
 
Required Reading: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins | From Amazon: “Winning 
means fame and fortune. Losing means certain death. The Hunger Games have begun. . . . 
In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining 
Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps 
the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of 
twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live 
TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she steps 
forward to take her sister's place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead 
before-and survival, for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes a 
contender. But if she is to win, she will have to start making choices that weigh survival 
against humanity and life against love.” 

 
Project for The Hunger Games:  The final project for The Hunger Games  will be assembled 
during the first few days of school. However, students must use this document labeled 
Project Planning Tasks in order to prepare their thoughts; this document is also in the 6th 
grade English Google Classroom. Students should answer in complete sentences. I 
recommend answering questions as you read and also using post-it notes to mark ideas in 
the book for later.  
 
For example, you might find several symbols from within the story. As you read, you should 
look for objects that are brought up again and again; mark these objects with a clearly 
labeled sticky note. Once you’ve finished your reading, go back through your sticky note 
and confirm that a) that object occurs more than a few times and b) it represents an idea or 

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/NDEyNDQzOTY5NzVa/a/MTA3NTk0ODE0ODMx/details
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/NDEyNDQzOTY5NzVa/a/MTA3NTk0ODE0ODMx/details


 

 

something that cannot be touched. At that point, you can choose which of the many 
symbols you would like to use in your final project.  
 
Remember that all of this must be YOUR OWN WORK. Do not copy and paste from 
internet sources or ‘reword.’  
 
Options from which to choose: Students will select a novel from this list.  
 
Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh | From Amazon: Fourteen-year-old Ahmed is stuck in a 
city that wants nothing to do with him. Newly arrived in Brussels, Belgium, Ahmed fled a life 
of uncertainty and suffering in Aleppo, Syria, only to lose his father on the perilous journey 
to the shores of Europe. Now Ahmed’s struggling to get by on his own, but with no one left 
to trust and nowhere to go, he’s starting to lose hope. Then he meets Max, a 
thirteen-year-old American boy from Washington, D.C. Lonely and homesick, Max is 
struggling at his new school and just can’t seem to do anything right. But with one startling 
discovery, Max and Ahmed’s lives collide and a friendship begins to grow. Together, Max 
and Ahmed will defy the odds, learning from each other what it means to be brave and 
how hope can change your destiny." 
 
Real Time by Pnina Moed Kaas | From Amazon: “Set in contemporary Israel, this powerful 
novel is narrated in real time by many voices: Sixteen-year-old Thomas, from Berlin, 
seeking answers to questions about his grandfather, a Nazi officer in World War II. Vera 
from Odessa, reclaiming her Jewish heritage. Baruch Ben Tov, a Holocaust survivor. Sameh 
Laham, illegally employed at a diner. His boss. Sameh’s friend Omar. A Palestinian doctor in 
an Israeli hospital. A mother. A soldier. A newscaster . . .Minute by minute, hour by hour, 
these lives and many others unfold—and then intersect in one violent moment on a 
highway outside Jerusalem. Each is drastically and irrevocably changed. What do secrets, 
hopes, dreams, and future plans mean after such a catastrophe? Can what was destroyed 
be made whole again?”  
 
They Called Us Enemy by George Takei | From Amazon: “A stunning graphic memoir 
recounting actor/author/activist George Takei's childhood imprisoned within American 
concentration camps during World War II. Experience the forces that shaped an American 
icon -- and America itself -- in this gripping tale of courage, country, loyalty, and love. 
George Takei has captured hearts and minds worldwide with his captivating stage presence 
and outspoken commitment to equal rights. But long before he braved new frontiers in 
Star Trek, he woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his 
father's -- and their entire family forced from their home into an uncertain future. In 1942, 
at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the 
west coast was rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or 
thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for years under armed 



 

 

guard.They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, 
the joys and terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his 
father's faith in democracy, and the way those experiences planted the seeds for his 
astonishing future.”  
 
Projects for Self-Selected Reading (choose 1):  

● Write a letter | Type a 1-2 page (double spaced, size 12) letter to a character or the 
author. In this letter, consider things you liked / disliked about the novel, questions 
you may have, or suggestions for life after the novel (applies to character only). You 
must include at least 2 quotes as a piece of supporting evidence within your letter. 
Make sure to spell check and proofread!  

● Create a Comic Strip | Note: this choice cannot be used for They Called Us Enemy 
Choose 6 critical scenes from the novel (two from beginning, two from the middle, 
and two from the end) and illustrate those as a comic book panel. These images 
should include colored graphics (drawn or clipart), a brief description of the scene, 
and at least two quotations from the novel in total.  

 
Happy reading,  
Ms. Henkin 


