
 

 

 
June 2020 

 
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,  
 

Welcome to 6th grade Language Arts! I’m so excited to work with and learn with you 
next year!  

Throughout this much-deserved break from school, students will be required to 
complete summer reading in order to maintain and improve the critical literacy skills 
they’ve worked so hard to develop throughout the fifth grade school year. While we know 
and understand that summer is busy, we also know that studies show that the more 
engaged students are in reading, the less likely they are to suffer from learning loss while 
improving their verbal and written reasoning.  

This summer, rising sixth graders will be required to read at least two novels. One 
of the novels students are required to read is selected for them - Clean Getaway by Nic 
Stone. The second novel is student choice based on the list and descriptions below. 
Students must complete the assignments described after each novel. These assignments 
are due on the first day of school.   
 
Required Reading: Clean Getaway by Nic Stone | From Amazon: “How to Go on an 
Unplanned Road Trip with Your Grandma:   Grab a Suitcase: Prepacked from the big spring 
break trip that got CANCELLED. Fasten Your Seatbelt: G'ma's never conventional, so this 
trip won't be either.  Use the Green Book: G'ma's most treasured possession. It holds 
history, memories, and most important, the way home.What Not to Bring: A Cell Phone: 
Avoid contact with Dad at all costs. Even when G'ma starts acting stranger than usual. Set 
against the backdrop of the segregation history of the American South, take a trip with this 
New York Times bestseller and an eleven-year-old boy who is about to discover that the 
world hasn't always been a welcoming place for kids like him, and things aren't always what 
they seem--his G'ma included." 

 
Project for Clean Getaway: The final project for Clean Getaway will be assembled during 
the first few days of school. However, students must use this document in their new 6th 
Grade English Google Classroom labeled Project Planning Tasks in order to prepare their 
thoughts. Students should answer in complete sentences with proper capitalization and 
punctuation.  
 
I recommend answering questions as you read and also using post-it notes to mark ideas 
in the book for later. For example, not all of your vocabulary words  should come from the 
first chapter; instead, as you read mark the unknown words with a post-it labeled 
“vocabulary” and then choose the best five from across the novel.  
 

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MTA3NjExNDUyNDEx/a/MTA3NjE0MDQxNjk0/details


 

 

As a note, all of this must be YOUR OWN WORK. Do not copy and paste from internet 
sources or ‘reword.’  
 

 
 
Project Planning  Tasks: Document linked here. Please remember to make a 
COPY of this document before you start work on it.  

1. Author, Title, and Summary: Provide the title, author’s background (what else 
he/she has written, any awards, etc.), and a summary of the novel. Do not 
simply copy this information - that is plagiarism.  

2. Protagonist (also known as the ‘good guy’): Who is that in this story? What is 
he/she like? How old? What traits do they possess?  

3. Antagonist (also known as the ‘bad guy’): Who is that in this story? What is 
he/she like? How old? What traits do they possess?  

4. Exposition / Inciting Incident: Describe the setting and how things are when 
the novel first starts.  

5. Vocabulary: Find 5 new words that you learned in the novel and give me the 
dictionary definition. You should also create original sentences with each 
word.  

6. O-M-G Moment: Find the moment of the novel that made your eyes pop! 
Please provide me with the quote and the explanation of why you felt this 
way! You should use the frame My O-M-G moment was when “quote” (Stone pg. 
#) because (reason of your feelings)  

7. Theme: what is the main lesson the novel is trying to teach readers?  Was the 
author trying to get you to understand something or look at life in a different 
way? What is this and why?  

8. Genre: was your novel science fiction, historical fiction, fantasy? Please tell 
me what genre it fits in and explain why.  

9. Opinion: Write me a book review! Did this book do a good job of holding your 
interest? Why or why not? Should others read it? Give me at least three 
specific reasons why.  

 
Options from which to choose: Students will select a novel from this list.  
 
Out of my Mind by Sharon Draper | From Amazon: “Eleven-year-old Melody is not like 
most people. She can’t walk. She can’t talk. She can’t write. All because she has cerebral 
palsy. But she also has a photographic memory; she can remember every detail of 
everything she has ever experienced. She’s the smartest kid in her whole school, but NO 
ONE knows it. Most people—her teachers, her doctors, her classmates—dismiss her as 
mentally challenged because she can’t tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be 
defined by her disability. And she’s determined to let everyone know it…somehow.”  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qEzcVuAufZGiSmwl5ZdorP_RH5ePI1u3g35d-eY1UsU/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 
Ghost ( Track, book 1) by Jason Reynolds | From Amazon: “Running. That’s all Ghost (real 
name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong 
reasons—it all started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little 
boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment, then down the street, with a 
loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and 
running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees 
something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, 
he could be the best sprinter in the city.”  
 
You Go First by Erin Entrada Kelly | From Amazon: “Twelve-year-old Charlotte Lockard 
and eleven-year-old Ben Boxer are separated by more than a thousand miles. On the 
surface, their lives seem vastly different—Charlotte lives near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
while Ben is in the small town of Lanester, Louisiana. Charlotte wants to be a geologist and 
keeps a rock collection in her room. Ben is obsessed with Harry Potter, presidential history, 
and recycling. But the two have more in common than they think. They’re both highly 
gifted. They’re both experiencing family turmoil. And they both sit alone at lunch.During the 
course of one week, Charlotte and Ben—friends connected only by an online Scrabble 
game—will intersect in unexpected ways as they struggle to navigate the turmoil of middle 
school. The New York Times-bestselling novel You Go First reminds us that no matter how 
hard it is to keep our heads above troubled water, we never struggle alone.”  
 
Projects for Self-Selected Reading (choose 1):  

● Write a letter | Type a 1-2 page (double spaced, size 12) letter to a character or the 
author. In this letter, consider things you liked / disliked about the novel, questions 
you may have, or suggestions for life after the novel (applies to character only). You 
must include at least 2 quotes as a piece of supporting evidence within your letter. 
Make sure to spell check and proofread!  

● Create a Comic Strip | Choose 6 critical scenes from the novel (two from beginning, 
two from the middle, and two from the end) and illustrate those as a comic book 
panel. These images should include colored graphics (drawn or clipart), a brief 
description of the scene, and at least two quotations from the novel in total.  

 
Happy reading,  
Ms. Henkin 


